The hemangioblast--an elusive cell captured in culture.
The close temporal and spatial association between blood and endothelial cell development during embryogenesis was first documented almost 100 years ago. In recent years, gene expression studies have further strengthened this link. Now, using cultures of mouse embryonic stem cells, a common progenitor cell that gives rise to both blood cells and vascular endothelial cells, has been identified. The existence of the hemangioblast has been proved and experiments addressing its unique properties can begin.